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Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Vaclav Havel of the Czech

Republic
September 18, 2002

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome
to the Oval Office. Are you going to inter-
pret? We're so glad you are here. It's my
honor to welcome a truly remarkable per-
son, a man who symbolizes courage and
determination, and a man who loves free-
dom.

Mr. President, you are a unique person
who has helped change the world. T am
proud to call you friend, and my Nation
is proud to call the Czech Republic friend
as well. T look forward to our discussion
about important issues today, and I also
look forward to having a dinner tonight.

So, welcome. Welcome to our capital,
and welcome to the Oval Office.

The President is going to say some re-
marks here.

President Havel. 1 would like to thank
Mr. President for his kind words on my
address. I'm very moved. I thank you for
your hospitality, for the time which Laura
Bush and you made for us. And I hope
we shall have important and interesting dis-

cussions about the future of human rights
and about human security.

I would like, publicly, to thank you for
your solidarity and your support during ter-
rible floods which were in my country. I
would like to assure you that the Czech
Republic is and will remain good friend
of the United States, good ally. I hope that
the next step will be done in the summit
of NATO, which will be in Prague, which
is for us a big honor.

I think that now it will be important
if NATO will able to identify itself, to find
its new identity in this very changed world.
And especially now, after 11th of Sep-
tember, I think there is a lot of new kind
of evil in this world, and it is necessary
to face this evil and to face all who support
it.

Thank you.

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks on Preventive Cancer Screenings

September 18, 2002

The President. Thank you for coming.
Please be seated. Gosh, thanks for the
warm welcome. Welcome to the White
House. I'm glad you're here.

The fight against cancer has seen major
victories and is on the verge of major
breakthroughs. It’s important for Americans
to understand. Medical science is helping
cancer victims survive and helping survivors
lead better lives. With exercise, nutrition,
and changed behavior, we can reduce the
chances of developing cancer. With well-

funded research, we are pushing toward
new cancer therapies and new cancer cures.
The commitment of this Nation is clear:
We will win the fight against cancer.

I appreciate our Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Tommy Thompson, for
being here and being on the leading edge
of this fight. He is a general in the war
against cancer. I want to thank our Sec-
retary of Agriculture, Ann Veneman, who
is with us today. Thank you for coming,
Annie.
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